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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

When I was first introduced to Spelling Bee in 2016 (through
YAT!) I had no idea what kind of ride I was getting into, and
nothing could have prepared me for the effect this show would
have on me. It quickly became (and remains) one of my favorite
shows of all time. The unique sense of humor, story and way that
it's told changed the way I would look at theatre and how far you
can push and play within it.

This process has been an absolute dream come true. My amazing
team Alexa, Kailee and Miles are the perfect balance of
professional, fun and kind. This cast has brought me endless joy
every rehearsal, it didn't feel like work for a single day.

I am so grateful for every single person involved in this show both
on and off the stage, including viewers like you! No, seriously,
some of you are literally part of the show now. Crazy, right?

I would like to dedicate this production to the late William Finn,
who wrote the hilarious and thoughtful lyrics and music for this
show. I would also like to apologize to him for using the alternate
epilogue that he hated.

Enjoy The Bee!

Astrid Pett, Director
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The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee

Company

The Rules/My Favorite Moment of the
Bee

Ms. Peretti, Company

My Friend, the Dictionary Olive, Company

The First Goodbye Panch, Spellers

Pandemonium Panch, Spellers, Michelle

I'm Not That Smart Leaf, Spellers, Panch

The Second Goodbye Panch, Spellers

Magic Foot William, Ms. Peretti, Company

Pandemonioum (Reprise)/My Favorite
Moment of the Bee 2

William, Ms. Peretti, Company

Prayer of the Comfort Counselor Mitch, Panch, Spellers

Chip's Lament (My Unfortunate
Erection)

Chip

Woe Is Me Logainne, Carl, Dan, Company

Spelling Montage Spellers, Panch

I'm Not That Smart (Reprise) Leaf

I Speak Six Languages Marcy, Ms. Peretti, Girls

The I Love You Song Olive, Her Parents, Panch

Woe Is Me (Reprise) Logainne, William, Olive

My Favorite Moment of the Bee 3/
Second

Ms. Peretti, Panch, William, Olive,
Company

Champion Ms. Peretti, Chorus

Finale/The Last Goodbye Ms. Peretti, Company

SONGS

ACT I

ACT II



JUICEBOX CAST

William BarfŽe/Dan Dad/Leaf's Dad Kate Marshall

Olive Ostrovsky/Leaf's Sibling Stella Hunter

Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre
(Schwartzy)/Leaf's Mom

Cay Grosch

Marcy Park/Leaf's Sibling Waverley Macaulay

Leaf Coneybear/Carl Dad Ty Felberg

Chip Tolentino/Jesus Christ Demian Deonarine

Panch/Swing Alexi Ayer

Rona Lisa Peretti/Olive's Mom Ellia Samouris

Michelle Mahoney/Olive's Dad Daisy Samrock

Swing/Dance Captain Ruby Smith

FRUIT SNACK CAST

William BarfŽe/Dan Dad/Leaf's Dad Quincy Ricker

Olive Ostrovsky/Leaf's Sibling Veda Cienfuegos

Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre
(Schwartzy)/Leaf's Mom

Justine Garcia

Marcy Park/Leaf's Sibling Jayelle Anne Armada

Leaf Coneybear/Carl Dad Lark Paglinawan

Chip Tolentino/Jesus Christ Josiah Leboffe

Panch Brooklyn Justice

Rona Lisa Peretti/Olive's Mom Zara Exconde

Michelle Mahoney/Olive's Dad Ashlyn Bradfute

CAST



BEE Team

Director Astrid Pett

Music Director Kailee Ash-Ray

Choreographer Alexa Cohen

Stage Manager Miles Reed

ARTISTIC TEAM



THE CAST - WHO'S WHO

Kate
Marshall

as William BarfŽe/Dan Dad/Leaf's
Dad

Kate has always loved performing, she is a dancer turned actor and
did competitive dance for 8 years before she found the joy of theatre.
Kate has been with YAT for 8 years. Her favorite roles include; Patrick
(SpongeBob) and Bridget (Bring it On). Kate is so excited to be in this
amazing show and would like to thank the artistic team for this
wonderful opportunity.

Stella Hunter as Olive Ostrovsky/Leaf's Sibling

This is Stella's first show with Young Actors' Theatre and she is thrilled
to work with such an amazing cast. Stella's previous shows include
Anything Goes (Moonface Martin), Mary Poppins (Mary u/s & Ms.
Andrews), A Midsummer Night's Dream (Titania), Clue (Miss White u/
s), Big Fish (Sandra), and most recently Gypsy as Dainty June. Stella
hopes you enjoy the show!

Cay
Grosch

as Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre
(Schwartzy)/Leaf's Mom

Cay is 17 years old and is so excited to be Logainne
Schwartzandgrubenierre! Her favorite word is activist and she has
been doing shows since she was 8. Her favorite roles includeÉ
Sophie (Mamma Mia), Shannon Vandewitt (Popstars) and Campbell
(Bring It On). She would like to thank her two fathers who have been
so supportive in all her endeavors. Thanks Dads!

Waverley
Macaulay

as Marcy Park/Leaf's
Sibling

Waverley Macaulay is 15 years old and in the 9th grade. Theatre is
her passion; she loves to sing, act and dance. When not performing,
she loves to play guitar, read and listen to music. Her favorite roles
she has played are Rizzo (Grease), Mrs. Bucket (Willy Wonka),
Featured Dancer (Bring it On) and Fair Ensemble/Old Winnie (Tuck
Everlasting).

Ty Felberg as Leaf Coneybear/Carl Dad

Ty is 17 years old and excited to be in this production of Spelling Bee!
Some of his favorite roles include Dodgy/Duchess (Alice by Heart),
SpongeBob (The SpongeBob Musical), Steven (Bring it On), and
Aaron Samuels (Mean Girls). Ty would like to thank the artistic team
for the opportunity to join the ÒpandemoniumÓ and play such a fun role!



THE CAST - WHO'S WHO

Demian
Deonarine

as Chip Tolentino/Jesus
Christ

Demian is so excited to be performing in Spelling Bee at YAT! He had
recently performed in the 2024 Cygnet Scholarship Competition and
the 2024 Broadway San Diego Awards, where he was nominated for
his performance as Edward Bloom (Big Fish). He is taking a gap year
before pursuing a BFA for MT! He's so thankful to his fellow cast, crew
and production team! IG:demiannaveen

Alexi Ayer as Panch/Swing

Recent credits include: PIRATES OF PENZANCE (Daughter/Major
General US), MEAN GIRLS: HS VERSION (Assistant Director),
CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (Stage Manager),
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS (Ensemble/Crystal US), BRING IT ON
(Skylar). When not involved in productions, Alexi is the Executive
Assistant at YAT as well as an instructor for classes and camps |
@alexiayer

Ellia Samouris as Rona Lisa Peretti/Olive's Mom

Ellia is beyond excited to be making her YAT debut. Recent credits
include Charlotte in Rodgers and HammersteinÕs Cinderella (Ovation
Theatre), Alice in Alice By Heart, Urinetown (San Diego Musical
Theatre), Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors, and Jenny Hill in Big Fish
(High School). She would like to thank her family, friends and the
creative team for all their support!

Daisy
Samrock

as Michelle Mahoney/Olive's
Dad

Daisy is very happy to be returning to the YAT stage! Her previous
YAT credits include onstage for Mean Girls and Bring It On, and
backstage as Stage Manager for Jingle 2024. She is a senior in high
school and is thrilled to have the opportunity to be back working with
Astrid! She'd like to thank her friends and her family for getting her to
where she is today.

Quincy
Ricker

William BarfŽe/Dan Dad/Leaf's
Dad

Quincy Ricker has been doing theater in San Diego for almost 8 years.
Some of his favorite roles throughout the years have been Percy
Jackson in The Lightning Thief (San Diego Junior Theater), Hugo in
Tuck Everlasting (Coronado Playhouse), Sonny in In The Heights
(high school) and many more.



THE CAST - WHO'S WHO

Veda
Cienfuegos

Olive Ostrovsky/Leaf's
Sibling

One of Veda's favorite YAT memories was performing with Astrid in
Matilda the Musical, making this show extra special with her as The
Director! Veda was last seen as Gretchen in Mean Girls (YAT). Other
favorite shows include Looking for Christmas and Romeo & Juliet (Old
Globe), Circuit Breakers (Apple TV+) and Undone (Amazon). Thanks
to her family, friends and teachers!

Justine
Garcia

Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre
(Schwartzy)/Leaf's Mom

Justine is 18 years old and has always loved to perform. She is so
incredibly grateful to play Logainne Schwartzandgrubenniere and to
be a part of such a fun show. SheÕd like to take this one moment to
thank this amazing artistic team as well as her amazingly talented cast
members for such a great experience. Thanks guys!!! I hope you enjoy
the show!!!

Jayelle Anne
Armada

Marcy Park/Leaf's
Sibling

Jayelle is a dedicated performer with a strong background in theater
and vocal performance. She has appeared in Percy Jackson and the
Lightning Thief, Mean Girls, Romeo & Juliet, Mamma Mia, Once on
This Island and Into the Woods. With a passion for storytelling through
music and theater, she continues to refine her craft and bring
compelling characters to life on stage.

Lark Paglinawan Leaf Coneybear/Carl Dad

Lark's favorite credits include MEAN GIRLS (Jason W. and Damian
U.S), THE ADDAMS FAMILY (Soldier Ancestor, Uncle Fester U.S),
THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE (Leaf
Coneybear U.S) and MAMMA MIA! (Dance Ensemble, Father
Alexander U.S). Additionally, Lark performed as a choir vocalist in An
Evening with Marc Shaiman and His Music at Rady's Shell.

Josiah Leboffe Chip Tolentino/Jesus Christ

Josiah is happy to be the youngest person in this cast! He finds it both
nerve-wracking and amusing to sing about erections in front of his
grandparents. He was recently seen as Willy Wonka (Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory - YAT), and Evan (13! - YAT). He thanks the
amazing artistic team for this wonderful opportunity and he hopes you
enjoy this hilarious show.



THE CAST - WHO'S WHO

Brooklyn Justice Panch

Brooklyn is thrilled to be a part of Spelling Bee at YAT! Previous
credits include Janis (Mean Girls), Evan Goldman (13), La Cienega
(Bring it on) and Grandpa George Swing/Crew (Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory). Outside of theatre, they like to make costumes, do
makeup, hair and nails, and try lots of new hobbies! They thank the
cast and team for an amazing show!

Zara Exconde Rona Lisa Peretti/Olive's Mom

Zara Exconde is excited to be attending the University of Michigan to
pursue a BFA in Musical Theatre. She is a 2025 YoungArts National
Winner and a recipient of the 2024 Broadway San Diego Best Dancer
Award. Zara dedicates this performance to William Finn, thank you for
the music, heart and humor. Your legacy lives on in every quirky,
beautiful note we sing.

Ashlyn Bradfute Michelle Mahoney/Olive's Dad

Ashlyn has grown up dancing, acting and singing in San Diego. She
has been at YAT for over a year now. You may have seen her in Bring
It On, followed by her role as Crystal in Little Shop of Horrors, as well
as in Anastasia. She also recently choreographed her first show,
Charlie and The Chocolate Factory.

Ruby Smith as Swing/Dance Captain

Ruby is 15 years old and is excited to be back onstage! Past favorite
roles include Richie (13!), Dory (Finding Nemo), Mitchie (Camp Rock)
and Rachel H (Mean Girls). Ruby is thankful for the friendships formed
through YAT. She wants to thank the artistic team for this amazing
opportunity and her family and friends for encouraging her to always
shine on stage.



THE ARTISTIC TEAM - WHO'S WHO

Astrid Pett Director

Astrid is just buzzing to be directing Spelling Bee with YAT! Astrid
began performing at YAT in 2014, and stage managed her first show
here in 2017. She's previously worked on The Jungle Book, High
School Musical, The Lion King, 13 the Musical, Nunsense, Tuck
Everlasting, Bring it On, Little Shop of Horrors and Mean Girls as
Stage Manager, As well as Seussical and Popstars as Assistant
Director. She made her Directorial debut with Jingle 2024 and is so
grateful to be back working with her YAT family again!

Kailee Ash-Ray Music Director

Kailee Ash-Ray is excited to be back at YAT after her last production
of 13 the Musical! Music Directing credits include: James and the
Giant Peach (JT), Curtains (CPH), Sweeney Todd (CPH), Grace for
President (JT), Finding Nemo Jr. (YAT), Tuck Everlasting (YAT) and
The Guide to Being Single (PDST). Alongside Music Directing, Kailee
currently serves as a teaching artist at Junior Theatre and is a vocal
coach here in San Diego!

Alexa Cohen Choreographer

Alexa is so honored and excited to return to the bee (even though she
is a terrible speller)! Spelling Bee has always been one of her favorites
after playing Marcy Parks in the 2016 YAT production. Alexa has
grown up in the San Diego theatre scene, YAT being her heart and
home! She now gets the pleasure to share her love for the art through
teaching. She is the Hillsdale Middle School Drama Substitute and a
local choreographer/director. Recent Directing/Choreography credits
include; SPRITES of East County, The Addams Family (24HR
Musical), Seussical (HMS Honors Drama) and Charlie Brown (YAT).
When not in rehearsal she can be found scrolling TikTok, listening to
Wicked or hunting for the best local snacks! She would like to thank
Astrid for trusting her to go on this journey with her. Along with Miles,
Kailee, Xtina, YAT Board and family!! This show has been a dream,
couldnÕt have asked for a better group of humans.



THE ARTISTIC TEAM - WHO'S WHO

Miles Reed Stage Manager

Miles Reed is 18 years old and has been at YAT since he was 7. He
has been involved with numerous productions both on an off stage,
but this is his first time as the Stage Manager. He thanks his favorite
person, Kristina, for this opportunity. He hopes you enjoy the show!
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BEE SHOUTOUTS
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