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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Welcome to Young Actors' Theatres Production of Dare To Dream Jr.!

This show is a celebration of 100 years of Disney Magic. Our story follows a group
of curious and creative students who wish to become Disney Imagineers - the
dreamers, designers, and innovators who turn imagination into reality. Through
them, we explore how the magic of storytelling, music, and creativity can inspire
generations to dream big.

What makes this production especially exciting is that many of the Disney songs
featured in Dare to Dream Jr. have never before been performed on stage. From
the early classics that shaped our childhoods to modern favorites that continue to
spark new dreams, these songs remind us of the timeless power of hope, courage,
and creativity.

Throughout the show you’ll also hear the voice of Walt Disney himself - his words
are literally spoken through the dialogue of our characters. His optimism, curiosity,
and belief in the impossible continue to guide this story. Walt once said, “If you can
dream it, you can do it” - That spirit shines brightly in every moment of this show.

Working with this remarkable cast has been a true honor. Their enthusiasm,
teamwork, and imagination have brought new life to every lyric and dance step.
Watching them grow in confidence and artistry has been both inspiring and deeply
rewarding for our entire team.

Christine would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Kailee for her remarkable music
direction, Marc for his wonderful choreography, and Miles for his excellence in
Stage Management. Additionally, she thanks Maddie & Ruby for being delightful,
hardworking student assistants. Christine is deeply grateful to the parent volunteers
for their countless hours of support - this production truly could not happen without
you. She would like to thank Wendy Kwasny for her incredible painting of our set.
Wendy does not have a child in our cast, yet volunteered her time and talent to this
production. Last, but certainly not least, she thanks her husband Jerry for his
unending support in all of her creative endeavors.

Thank you for being here to support youth theatre and for celebrating creativity with
us. May this performance remind you - just as it reminds all of us - to keep
dreaming, keep believing - and never stop imagining.

Christine Cordova, Director
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A Dream Is A Wish Your Heart Makes Full Company

Be Our Guest Player 1, Player 2

When You Wish Upon A Star/A Dream
Is A Wish Your Heart Makes
(Reprise)

Player 1, Player 2, Ensemble

How Far I'll Go/Part Of Your World Player 6, Player 7, Ensemble

Just Around The Riverbend/Out
There

Player 13, Player 12, Player 11, Player
7, Player 6, Ensemble

I Just Can't Wait To Be King Player 5, Ensemble

Surface Pressure Player 3, Ensemble

Let It Go Player 10, Player 14, Player 4, Player 6,
Player 7

Friend Like Me Player 8, Ensemble

You've Got A Friend In Me Player 9, Player 8, Ensemble

Dig A Little Deeper Player 4

Try Everything Player 11, Ensemble

Go The Distance Player 3

When I Am Older Player 5, Ensemble

Hakuna Matata/Bare Necessities Player, 1 Player 2, Ensemble

Nonsense Medley Player 14, Ensemble

Remember Me Player 15

I've Got A Dream Full Company

Finale Full Company

SONGS

ACT I

ACT II



Cast Members
Player 1 Evelynn Henson

Player 2 Jalil Webb

Player 3 Gabriella Gradek

Player 4 Sloane Randolph

Player 5 Micah McMillin

Player 6 Teagan Leboffe

Player 7 Shanna Scheie

Player 8 Marlo Dalton

Player 9 Austin Cordova

Player 10 Blakely Moser

Player 11 Mila Johnson

Player 12 Heidi Bauman

Player 13 Olivia Villanueva

Player 14 Abby Dilling

Player 15 Kara Brandl

Ensemble Addison Cassady

Ensemble Alexa Obeso

Ensemble Amelia Cassady

Ensemble Ariel Magiary

Ensemble Asher Cordova

Ensemble Brooklyn Lo Bue

Ensemble Ella Ives

Ensemble Emme Dilling

Ensemble Juliette Camacho

Ensemble Lola Johnson

Ensemble Lyla McClune

Ensemble Mia Gonzalez

Ensemble Stella Reed

Ensemble Zooey Hill

DARE TO DREAM CAST



Cast Members (continued)
Swing Avery Cordova

DARE TO DREAM CAST



Artistic Team Members
Director Christine Cordova

Music Director Kailee Ash-Ray

Choreographer Marc Caro-Willcox

Stage Manager Miles Reed

Student Director Ruby Smith

Student Assistant Choreographer Madeleine Gradek

Lights Maxine Levesque

Sound Cay Grosch

Crew Members Ellis Moser, Matt Bargenquast

DARE TO DREAM ARTISTIC TEAM



WHO'S WHO

Evelynn Henson as Player 1

Evelynn is 13 years old and so excited to be Player 1 in Dare to
Dream. This is her 11th show at YAT. Her favorite roles include
Charlotte (13! the Musical), Tess Tyler (Camp Rock) and Bossy Head
May (Junie B. Jones). When not on stage she enjoys reading, dancing
and singing. She would like to thank the artistic team for all their
encouragement in this fun, new show!

Jalil Webb as Player 2

Jalil is excited to perform in Dare to Dream Jr., his ninth YAT show!
His favorite roles include Kurt (The Sound of Music), Luke Williams
(Camp Rock) and Eddie (13! the Musical). He loves singing, dancing
and laughing with friends. He is so grateful to the artistic team for
making this magical adventure possible and can’t wait to share it with
everyone!

Gabriella Gradek as Player 3

Gabby is thrilled to be in Dare to Dream, jr! Her previous roles include
Miss Argentina (Beetlejuice, jr.) and Miss Beauregarde (Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory). When she's not on stage, Gabby enjoys
hanging out with her best friends. She sends thanks to her family for
their support!

Sloane Randolph as Player 4

Sloane Randolph is an emerging young performer. Sloane has honed
her skills through years of ballet training and has received multiple
awards for her exceptional singing talent. She has participated in
numerous summer camps at YAT and last fall's Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, where she has embraced the magic of theatre and
developed her craft.

Micah McMillin as Player 5

Micah is a 9 year old boy who is inspired by the magic of Disney!
Some of his favorite stage productions include Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory and Beetlejuice, Jr. He finds joy in being on stage
and is so excited to be a part of Dare to Dream, jr!



WHO'S WHO

Teagan Leboffe as Player 6

Teagan is so excited to be part of Dare To Dream, jr at YAT! Some of
her favorite past roles at YAT include Coral (Finding Nemo Jr.) and
Violet Beauregarde (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory). When she is
not on stage she enjoys laughing with her friends, experimenting in the
kitchen and chilling on the couch. She would like to shout out her fam
for all the support.

Shanna Scheie as Player 7

Shanna,13, fell in love with musical theatre at age 7 through YAT
summer camps and has been performing ever since. Credits include
Martha Munoz (Camp Rock), Cassie (13!) and cheerleader/featured
dancer & Lydia understudy (Beetlejuice Jr.), earning Outstanding
Understudy. She’s also appeared in Jingle, a 24-hour musical, and
was recently in H2$.

Marlo Dalton as Player 8

Marlo is a 7th grader with a passion for the stage! She has been in 8
other performances at YAT with the most recent being The Legally
Blonde 24 Hour Musical. In Marlo’s free time she enjoys making short
films with her friends. She thanks her family and the artistic team for
making this possible and she hopes you enjoy Dare to Dream Jr.!

Austin Cordova as Player 9

Austin is an energetic and imaginative 7-year-old with a love for
creativity and storytelling. He is thrilled to mark Dare to Dream as his
first theatre experience. Austin discovered his enthusiasm for
performing and working as part of a creative ensemble during a YAT
camp! Outside the theatre he loves Jiu Jitsu, Legos, gaming, crafts
and camping.

Blakely Moser as Player 10

Blakely is a freshman in high school and is excited to be back for her
10th show at YAT. Past shows include Anna (Frozen), Bird Girl
(Seussical), Wednesday (The Addams Family 24 Hour), Chenile
(Junie B. Jones) and more. In her free time, she loves singing,
dancing and spending time with her friends. She would like to thank
the artistic team for making this show so fun!



WHO'S WHO

Mila Johnson as Player 11

Though she has appeared in several smaller productions, this is Mila's
second full production with YAT. She's currently in 7th grade. When
she isn't on stage, you can find her reading a book, writing books,
drawing, hanging out with her friends and trying to stop her little sisters
from world domination. Mila wants to thank YAT for this experience
and opportunity!

Heidi Bauman as Player 12

Heidi is very excited to participate Dare to Dream Jr! She has had
ensemble roles previously in Finding Nemo, Junie B. Jones and
Shrek. When she's not singing or dancing, Heidi enjoys creating digital
animations, sketching, swimming and playing with one of her many
pets.

Olivia Villanueva as Player 13

Olivia is 12 years old and has been in five performances at YAT! In
her free time she enjoys reading and hanging out with her friends. She
hopes you enjoy Dare to Dream Jr as much as she does and would
like to thank the artistic team and her family for making this show
possible!

Abby Dilling as Player 14

Abby is thrilled to bring Disney songs to life in Dare to Dream Jr! Some
of her favorite past roles include Kendra in 13: the Musical, Crush in
Finding Nemo Jr., and Sally Brown in YAGMCB. She is also looking
forward to playing Willy Wonka in her school’s production of Willy
Wonka Jr. This marks her 11th show overall and she’s going to make
it a great one!

Kara Brandl as Player 15

Kara is 12 years old and this will be her fifth performance with YAT.
She performed in Junie B. Jones, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
the Sound of Music and Finding Nemo. In her spare time she enjoys
crafting and reading. She loves animals, her friends and camping.



WHO'S WHO

Addison Cassady as Ensemble

Addison Aiella Cassady is thrilled to make her debut with YAT.
Addison has previously acted in several small recreational plays and is
excited to finally be on the big stage in Dare to Dream Jr. Addison has
been dancing since age 2, enjoys sports and recently started
gymnastics. She is looking forward to bringing her fun and creative
personality to the stage.

Alexa Obeso as Ensemble

Alexa is loving being a part of the D2D cast & is so excited to be
performing in her 5th full production at YAT! Her busy 12-year-old life
is filled with her school’s show choir, drama class, YAT cabarets,
dance and of course, a riveting book at her side. She thanks her
family, friends and the artistic team for their love & support of always
dreaming big!! Enjoy the show!

Amelia Cassady as Ensemble

Amelia is 11 years old and excited to be back for another YAT
production. In addition to YAT, Amelia has acted in several theatre
camps and plays. She loves dancing, singing and comedy. This year
Amelia will be part of her middle school's show choir. When she is not
participating in the arts, you can find Amelia playing basketball and
baseball.

Ariel Magiary as Ensemble

Ariel (She/Her) is 8 years old. She is excited to be on stage for Dare to
Dream Jr, her first full length show. She has also been in Jingle 2024
at YAT. Other activities Ariel enjoys are playing soccer, gymnastics,
swimming and Girl Scouts.

Asher Cordova as Ensemble

Asher is an 11-year-old creative performer who has appeared as
Sheldon and a Seagull in Finding Nemo Jr. (2024) making Dare to
Dream Jr his second production. Outside of theatre, Asher enjoys Jiu
Jitsu, engineering, Minecraft and 3D printing. He brings humor,
imagination and heart to every production!



WHO'S WHO

Brooklyn Lo Bue as Ensemble

Brooklyn, age 8, is thrilled to return for her third junior theatre
production with YAT! After “exploding” in Beetlejuice Jr., she’s
continued to grow through YAT classes and camps. She thanks her
family, friends, and schoolmates for their endless support… and hopes
all your wishes and dreams do come true!

Ella Ives as Ensemble

At 12, Ella is growing, dreaming and daring her way through Disney
Magic! Dare To Dream jr is her sixth YAT show - favorites include 13!
the Musical and Beetlejuice jr. Offstage, she rides horses, cheers,
travels, cuddles her dog and sings in the rain. Thanks, YAT and
family!

Emme Dilling as Ensemble

Emme can’t wait to perform in Dare to Dream and sing some of her
favorite Disney songs - she knows you’ll be singing along too! A
favorite role of hers was Peach in Finding Nemo Jr. She’s excited to
share the magic onstage and hopes fellow Disney fans will be there to
enjoy it with her!

Juliette Camacho as Ensemble

Juliette is so happy to be back at YAT for her 6th show! She loves
being a part of YAT shows. Some of her favorites have been You're a
Good Man Charlie Brown, Camp Rock and 13! the Musical. She is so
grateful to be in such an amazing show. She would like to thank the
artistic team for the wonderful experience!

Lola Johnson as Ensemble

Lola Johnson, age 9, is a dedicated young performer who has been
involved in theatre since she was 7. She loves the energy of the stage
and the feeling of bringing characters to life. Lola also enjoys singing,
dancing, drawing and cosmetology in her free time.



WHO'S WHO

Lyla McClune as Ensemble

Lyla is ten years old and is excited to be a part of the Dare to Dream
cast! Lyla has done a few summer camp performances at YAT, but
this will be her first full performance. In her free time, she likes to play
softball, dance and read. She would like to thank her family and the
amazing artistic team for supporting her in her first show.

Mia Gonzalez as Ensemble

Mia Gonzalez is an enthusiastic young performer with six years of
vocal training. She recently appeared in The Sound of Music with
Young Actors' Theatre and has performed with the Diocesan All-Star
Choir at professional sports events. Mia has also sung in solo recitals
and enjoys acting, singing and dancing on stage.

Stella Reed as Ensemble

Stella found her love of Musical Theatre at YAT last year. She has
attended numerous camps where she has been able to experience
choreographing, which she now does in her spare time. Stella starred
in Beetlejuice Jr. as a Mini Beetlejuice. She loves to sing and is now
taking voice lessons to expand her singing abilities.

Zooey Hill as Ensemble

Zooey is thrilled to be performing in Dare to Dream, JR! This is her
fourth YAT production and she’s loved every chance to grow and
shine on stage. She enjoys singing, dancing and exploring new
characters. When she’s not performing, Zooey loves crafting and
playing the drums. She’s so thankful for all the encouragement from
her family, friends and the YAT community!

Avery Cordova as Swing

Avery is 10-years-old and excited to be a swing in this production.
Avery was part of her first production in 2024, playing Pearl in Finding
Nemo, jr., making Dare to Dream, jr her second production. Outside of
theatre, Avery enjoys Jiu Jitsu, sewing and crafting of all kinds, playing
outdoors and camping adventures with her family.



CREW WHO'S WHO

Christine Cordova Director

Christine Cordova has been involved with youth theatre in San Diego
for over 35 years. She brings the unique perspective of both parent
and director, having raised 5 children in the world of theater. She is
especially thrilled to have her son, Marc, as choreographer - and three
of her grandchildren performing in the cast! She is grateful to have
them here at YAT. A few of Christine’s favorite directing credits include
The Wizard of Oz, Shrek, The Little Mermaid, Joseph and The
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Peter Pan, and Finding Nemo. She
currently serves as a Performance Expert at El Capitan HIgh School,
where she will be directing Dare to Dream Jr in the Spring! “All our
dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them” ~Walt
Disney

Kailee Ash-Ray Music Director

Kailee Ash-Ray is a Playwright, Music Director, Vocal Coach and
Teaching Artist originally from Illinois, but currently resides in San
Diego, California. She graduated with a BFA from Millikin University in
K-12 Music Education and taught Middle School band at MSA for 2
years. Currently, Kailee runs an independent vocal coach practice and
serves as a Music Director for companies all over the county. Local
music directing credits include: Spelling Bee (YAT), James and the
Giant Peach (JT), Curtains (CPH), Sweeney Todd (CPH), 13 The
Musical (YAT), Grace for President (JT), Finding Nemo Jr. (YAT) and
Tuck Everlasting (YAT).

Ruby Smith Student Director

Ruby is 16 years old and a junior in high school. She has been a part
of multiple productions since she was 8 years old. Some of her past
productions she’s been in include, The 25th Annual Putnam Spelling
Bee (swing), Mean Girls (Rachel H/Featured Dancer/Greek Chorus),
Finding Nemo (Dory) and Camp rock (Mitchie Torres). She is so
incredibly grateful for this opportunity to work alongside this amazing
team and bring this show to life!!! This is her first show working behind
the scenes and she would like to thank Christine for this amazing
opportunity!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Marc Caro-Willcox Choreographer

Marc Caro-Willcox is happy to be back at YAT with this dream team!
He is a San Diego native actor, director and choreographer. Previous
choreographic credits at YAT include: Tuck Everlasting (Dir/Chor),
The Little Mermaid, Xanadu, and Willy Wonka. Other production
credits in San Diego include: Playwrights Project/The Old Globe,
Scripps Ranch Theatre, SDJT, Helix Charter High School, Coronado
Playhouse, Canyon Crest Academy. Marc currently serves as the
President of the Board at Coronado Playhouse. He also is the
choreographer for the award-winning show choir program at Helix
Charter High School. Thanks to Oliver for everything!

Miles Reed Stage Manager

Miles Reed is bibbidi boppidi bursting with excitement of being able to
stage manage Dare To Dream Jr! Miles is 18 years old and has been
at YAT since he was 7. In his free time he enjoys cosplaying hei hei,
competive cup stacking (his record time is 1.321 seconds!), and
munching and crunching at chipotle. He has been involved with
numerous productions both on an off stage. He thanks his favorite
person, Kristina, for this opportunity. He hopes you enjoy the show!
#maincharacterenergy #hakunamatata

Madeleine
Gradek

Student Assistant
Choreographer

Madeleine is 16 years old and is very excited to be assistant
choreographer for Dare To Dream! She loves to dance and be
involved with YAT so this was a great opportunity and she is so
thankful. She hopes you enjoy the show!
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